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 Distance Learning 

Distance learning doesn’t have to be a negative experience.  You 
will get out of it what you put into it.  In order to be successful, 
you must go into it with a positive attitude and with the 
confidence that you have what it takes to be successful.  Distance 
learning may require a little more discipline than traditional 
learning because you are not sitting in a classroom with an 
instructor overseeing your efforts.  The tips below will be 
beneficial as you embark on distance learning.

1.) You must be able to manage your time wisely.  I know 
YouTube and the PS4 may be calling your name, but stay focused.

2.) Develop a study plan and set goals for yourself.  On 
Sunday afternoon, set aside time to determine which subjects you 
will work on each day and the time you will devote to each 
subject.
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Senior Checklist for 
the month of April 

___1)  If you have not 
filled out the application 
for the MTAG/MESG, you 
are encouraged you to do 
so as soon as possible. 
Apply at 
www.msfinancialaid.org 

___2)  If you have not 
filled out a FAFSA and 
want to apply for financial 
assistance, it is still not 
too late!  Although most 
colleges have already 
started awarding financial 
aid packages, you may 
still receive some financial 
assistance.            
www.fafsa.ed.gov   

___3)  If for ANY reason 
you have still not filled out 
and submitted your 
college applications for 
admission, housing, 
financial aid, scholarship, 
etc… please do so 
immediately!   

___4)  If the college you 
are attending requires you 
to attend a summer 
orientation session, get 
registered!  

Please contact your 
counselor if you need 

assistance.
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3.) Identify a dedicated study space.  Find a place that has 
good lighting and is free from distractions.  Make sure you have 
all of your supplies, snacks, etc.  This will prevent you from 
leaving your study area and getting distracted.

4.) Take study breaks.  It’s important that you work hard but 
you    also need to plan time for breaks.

5.) Stay motivated.  It’s important that you keep the end in 
mind.  You are so close to receiving your high school diploma.  

6.) Ask for assistance when needed.  You are not in this 
alone.  Your teachers, counselors, and administrators are here for 
you. We want all of our students to be successful.

Choosing a College Major 
Many of you have already selected the college that you will be 
attending in the fall and are now considering your major.  It’s 
important that you select a field that you are passionate about 
and can see yourself doing for years to come.  Confucius is 
attributed to saying, “Choose a job you love, and you will never 
have to work a day in your life.”  Don’t let money be your 
ultimate motivator. 

If you are still trying to determine your major, click on the links 
below and explore the websites.  The websites include interest 
inventories and articles that will assist you in finding majors that 
fit your interests and personality. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/college-majors/
the-college-major-what-it-is-and-how-to-choose-one

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/choosing-
college-majors

https://www.mymajors.com/https://www.mymajors.com/.  
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MCS Honor Graduate 
Policy 

The cumulative grade 
requirements for Honor 
Graduates are as follows: 

Distinction Graduates must 
have a 90.00 to 93.99 overall 
numerical average. 

Special Distinction 
Graduates must have a 
94.00 or higher overall 
numerical average. 

For the 2019–20 exam administration 
only, students will take a 45-minute 
online free-response exam at home. 
Students will be able to take the AP 
exams on any device they have 
access to—computer, tablet, or 
smartphone. Students and teachers 
can attend free, live AP review 
courses.   Click on the link below to 
see which units will be covered on 
the exam.  Also, check the College 
Board website for additional 
updates. 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-
update
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ACT  Based Scholarships 
As you know, your ACT Test Score qualifies you for scholarships at many Mississippi colleges and universities.  
Although most of the 4-year colleges and universities start their ACT based scholarships at a score of 24 or higher, 
the 2-year colleges start at a lower score.  Below you will find information about the ACT-based scholarships available 
at Holmes and Hinds Community Colleges. 

Holmes Community College   

Holmes offers Deans Scholarships to any full-time Ridgeland student who has scored an ACT composite of 20-23.  
This scholarship is designed to cover the full cost of tuition at Holmes, with the exception of the matriculation fee and 
the student activities fee.  It does not include room and board.  The student must maintain at least a 3.0 grade point 
average in order to continue to be eligible for this scholarship.  

The President’s Scholarship is available to students with an ACT score of 24-27 and covers one half the cost of 
tuition, room, and board.  The student must maintain a 3.0 GPA. 

The Board of Trustees Scholarship is available to a full-time student with an ACT composite of 28 or higher.  This 
scholarship is designed to cover the cost of tuition, room, and board, but does not cover the matriculation fee or the 
student activities fee.  The student must maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average to continue receiving the 
scholarship.  If you have questions about the scholarships at Holmes Community College you can call 856-5400. 

Hinds Community College 

A composite score of 21-24 on the ACT Test qualifies a student for a $1000.00 per semester scholarship.  A 
composite score of 25-28 qualifies a student for a $1500.00 per semester scholarship and a 29 or higher will give 
students a $3000.00 per semester scholarship.  To apply, students need to fill out an HCC Scholarship Application 
and have a copy of their ACT scores sent to the Hinds Admissions Office. If you have questions, you can call (601) 
857-3767. 

ACT based scholarships at both Hinds and Homes Community Colleges are available for full-time students during the fall 
and spring semesters only.  Summer school tuition costs are not included in these scholarships.  
 

If you could describe your feelings in an emoji, which one would it be?  If you’re like many, it would have to be more 
than one.  Over the course of the past few weeks, we all have experienced a gamut of emotions.  For many of you, 
you may be experiencing anxiety as it relates to the fear of the unknown regarding your future. You may be 
wondering if there will be a graduation ceremony. Or if you will still have an opportunity to get together as a class to 
reminiscence on your high school experience? All those feelings are felt by many and are completely normal. While 
the future is yet unknown, you have the present.  You have an opportunity to focus on what is before you and make 
the most of every opportunity presented.  If you are experiencing emotions that become overwhelming for you, please 
know that your counselors are here for you.  We are just an email away.  Below you will find some ways to deal with 
emotions during difficult times. 

• Acknowledge your emotions.  Find creative outlets to help you express your emotions.  This can be done through 

     journaling, writing songs or poetry, painting, drawing, etc.   

• Exercise regularly. Studies show exercise stimulates calming neurochemicals and can help to improve sleep and  

    reduce stress.  

• Focus on what you can control, not on what you can’t.   

• Stay positive.  Don’t allow negative thoughts to infiltrate your mind. You have the ability to control your thoughts. 

• Be grateful. Take a little time each day to be grateful for the things you have.  You will soon realize that 

     things are not as bad as they may seem. 
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